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Indonesia lies in the so-called Pacific Ring of Fire, which stretches from South Asia in a semi-
circle to South America. 
 
These are regions in which tectonic tensions often cause earthquakes or seaquakes and in 
which there are numerous volcanoes that can break out from time to time. Continental plates 
rub against each other or slide on top of each other. This leads - sometimes in centuries, some-
times in short intervals - to jerky compensation movements: Earthquakes that can lead to 
massive destruction on land or quakes in the sea bed can lead to tsunamis. 
 
Large quakes with high casualties have been many worldwide, e.g. in China: in 1976 in Tang-
shan with up to 800,000 victims, in 2008 in Sichuan with over 10,000 victims, to name only 
two. Also plagued by frequent earthquakes is Japan with the infamous 2011 earthquake in 
Fukushima and the following tsunami, which triggered the meltdown of several nuclear power 
plant blocks. In our personal memory is also the disastrous quake in 2004 off the coast of Aceh 
with the ensuing tsunami, which claimed over 200,000 casualties and left nearly 2 million 
coastal dwellers homeless in several countries. 
 
But we also know of famous historical earthquakes in Europe: the quake of Pompeii shortly 
after Christ's birth, and in 1356 the great earthquake in Basel, which wrecked the then city 
and ruined it, causing the cathedral of Basel to collapse. The famous earthquake of Lisbon in 
1755 destroyed almost the entire city with a subsequent tsunami and served as thematic ma-
terial for many literary texts. 
 
Amongst the most famous volcanic eruptions is the Krakatau eruption between Java and Su-
matra in 1680. And in 1812, the Tambora exploded violently on the island of Sumbawa,  caused 
many years of climate change worldwide and led to the notorious year without summer in 
North America and Central Europe and massive famines.  
 
There is a long list of active volcanoes in Europe. Examples include Etna, Vesuvius or the un-
speakable Eyjafjallajökull, which paralysed air traffic throughout Europe for over a week in 
2010. In spite of all threats, volcanoes and their activities always exert an enormous fascina-
tion, not least because they teach humility to humans in the face of these enormous natural 
forces. 
 
In Indonesia, Wikipedia lists about 150 volcanoes that are permanently or sporadically active. 
Volcanic activity as well as smaller or larger earthquakes are part of everyday life in Indonesia 
and only in extreme cases find their way into the western media. The volcanologists register 
numerous, sometimes well over a hundred shocks every day, which are often barely felt or 
not felt at all.  
 



 
 

Volcanic fields and volcanoes are often tourist attractions in Indonesia. Examples are the 
Gunung Batur in Bali or the Bromo in Central Java, where hundreds of guests rise daily at 
sunrise. The Rinjani on Lombok has significantly fewer daily guests, but only because its ascent 
is long and arduous and a crossing takes 4 days.  
 
Bali's highest mountain is Gunung Agung with 3142 meters. It is a stratovolcano that breaks 
out in long, often more than one hundred years intervals and rests in the intermediate phases. 
Humans settle again and again far up the mountain slopes, because the fertile ashes produce 
ideal soils for agriculture. For the last time Gunung Agung broke out in 1964 and caused almost 
1200 deaths, because the population ignored the increasing activities of the mountain and 
remained on the mountain slopes. 
 
This time volcanologists registered and published the increasing activities very early on, and 
seismic tremors were increasingly felt in the immediate vicinity of the mountain. Within a few 
days, more than 80,000 people were evacuated from the immediate vicinity of the mountain 
and admitted to Balinese village communities in unparalleled solidarity, including in our village 
of Air Sanih. This time the population even overreacted, and many people left villages outside 
the risk zones. By now they all have returned to their villages again.  
 
A glance at the Bali map shows that the designated risk zones are relatively small. They stretch 
from the Agung summit to the northeast to the coastline between the villages of Tembok and 
Tulamben and to the southeast from Rendang via Sidemen to Putung and in a narrow strip to 
Karangasam. All other areas of Bali are not endangered at all at human discretion.  
 
The region around Singaraja, the village of Air Sanih and Ciliks Beach Garden are not located 
in a danger area in the event of an Agung outbreak, firstly because they are too far away and 
secondly because they are shielded and protected by the Batur massif in between. So you 
don't have to fear any immediate dangers in our resort. 
 
Connections to the airport are also safe. However, in the event of an outbreak, flight connec-
tions to and from Bali may be temporarily interrupted and longer delays may be triggered. 
Since January 2018 the volcanic activities of the Agung have decreased so far that a major 
explosive eruption has become unlikely. 
 


